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Executive Summary

This chapter provides a brief overview of the proposed Main Airfield Parcel
Record of Decision/Remedial Action Plan (ROD/RAP) for Hamilton Army
Airfield (HAAF), this environmental impact report (EIR), the project goals and
objectives, and environmental consequences of the proposed project.

Project Overview

The ROD/RAP presents the actions to be taken at the main airfield parcel and in
the adjacent coastal salt marsh area to address residual contamination protective
of potential wetland use of the site. The ROD/RAP has been developed by the
United States Department of the Army, (Army) and the California Department of
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB) (collectively referred to as the State).

Wetland restoration of the main airfield parcel is proposed as part of the
Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project (HWRP). The California Coastal
Conservancy (Conservancy), as the local lead agency for the HWRP, is the lead
agency for this subsequent EIR (SEIR) pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). DTSC and RWQCB must approve the ROD/RAP, which is
a discretionary act subject to CEQA.

The HWRP was evaluated in a final environmental impact report/environmental
impact statement (EIR/EIS) that was certified in December 1998. Details of the
nature and extent of residual contamination and the approprlate actions necessary
to address it were not known in 1998 when the HWRP EIR/EIS was completed.
This SEIR evaluates the potential environmental effects of activities in the
ROD/RAP and identifies measures to minimize or avoid any environmental
effects determined to be potentially significant.

Project Location

The proposed project is located at the HAAF, a former military installation
located adjacent to San Pablo Bay in the City of Novato, Marin County,
California (see Figure 2-1 in main volume). The surrounding area is a
combination of residential and commercial use with large, undeveloped open
space, agriculture, and wetlands.
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California State Coastal Conservancy Executive Summary

The HAAF main airfield parcel occupies approximately 644 acres, which
includes the inboard area (the former airfield and eastern perimeter levee) and
approximately 10 acres of coastal salt marsh east of the levee (see Figure 2-2 in
main volume). An additional 78 acres of coastal salt marsh in the project area is
owned by the SLC. The ROD/RAP addresses sites in both the inboard and
coastal salt marsh areas, including coastal salt marsh lands owned by the SLC,
and a single site on the adjacent Navy ball fields parcel (Spoils Pile N).

Goal and Objectives

The objective of the ROD/RAP is to remove and/or cover contamination in the
inboard area, rendering it suitable for open-space wetland restoration. For the
coastal salt marsh, the objective is to remove contaminated soils to the maximum
extent practical to protect public health and to maintain its wetland function. The
ROD/RAP also directly or indirectly supports the objectives of the HWRP to
create a diverse array of wetland and wildlife habitats at HAAF that benefits 2
number of endangered species as well as other migratory and resident species.

Main Airfield Parcel ROD/RAP

The proposed ROD/RAP documents the selected environmental response actions
to be taken to address potential risks associated with residual contaminants on the
main airfield parcel and the adjacent coastal salt marsh, and restoration of a
wetland at HAAF. The ROD/RAP summarizes the following:

1. Lists those sites that have been investigated during the remedial nvestigation
and those that require further investigation.

2. Establishes target cleanup levels (action goals) for all contaminants on the
property based on an assessment of the human and ecological risk for each
contaminant during construction and maturation of the wetland.

3. Identifies the goals (Remedial Action Objectives [RAOs]) that each remedial
action is intended to achieve in terms of protecting human health and the
environment by removing or reducing residual contaminants to their
respective action goals or eliminating exposure to contaminants.

4. Describes the selected response actions (remedial strategies) for each site in
order to achieve the RAOs.

The term “environmental actions” in the ROD/RAP relates to two types of
actions: (1) response actions by the Army Base Realignment and Closure Act
(BRAC) program, and (2) environmental assurance actions by the Army Civil
Works Program as part of the HWRP. The Army BRAC program would perform
environmental response actions to benefit the future land use plans for. wetland
restoration. The Army Civil Works Program, through the HWRP, would take
actions to address the potential risks posed by dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane
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California State Coastal Conservancy Executive Summary

(DDT) throughout the inboard area, and polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons
(PAHs) in soils adjacent to the runway.

The ROD/RAP also includes several issues that would be addressed by the
BRAC program. These issues are referred to as “other BRAC environmental
considerations.” These include four sites identified in the Archive Search Report
and the General Services Administration (GSA) and BRAC soil stockpiled on the
runway. The ROD/RAP addresses one site (Spoils Pile N) on the adjacent Navy
ball fields parcel. This parcel is under Navy ownership and any other residual
contamination issues would be addressed by the Navy.

For the Army BRAC sites, the ROD/RAP evaluated three remedial strategies:

= No Further Action,
= Excavation and Offsite Disposal, and

= Manage in-Situ, with Monitoring and Maintenance, for Army BRAC Sites.
For the HWRP issues, the ROD/RAP evaluated two remedial strategies:

= No Further Action, and

= Manage on Site, with Monitoring and Maintenance, for Army Civil Works
Issues.

The ROD/RAP also proposes that soils containing LBP be managed on-site as
part of the HWRP.

Tables ES-1 and ES-2 lists the ROD/RAP sites and issues according to the
remedial strategy proposed in the ROD/RAP. The contaminants of concern at
each site and the ROD/RAP action goal for each contaminant are also presented
in these tables. (In Chapter 2, the inboard sites are shown on Figure 2-3, coastal
salt marsh sites are shown on Figure 2-4, and DDT and PAH areas are shown on
Figure 2-5.)

Environmental Consequences

This SEIR evaluates the environmental consequences of the proposed ROD/RAP.
A summary of the impact analysis is presented in Table ES-3 below.
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Notice of Determination Form G
¥
Te: Office of Placning and Rescarch From: _Califonria Statc Coastal Conservancy
PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 222 1330 Broadway, 1 1th ficor
Sacramento, CA 95812.3044 Oakiand, CA 9462
{Public Agency and Addresy)

X County Clerx, County of: Marin
Michael Smith

Subject: Plling of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 of the Public Resourcos Codo

Project Title; Hamilton Main Airfield Parcel and Adjacent Coastal Salt Marsh Record of Decision/Remedial Action Plan
Final Subsequent Environmenta] Impact Report

2003042007 M. Tom Gandesbery 510-286 7028
State Clearinghouse Nusrber Lead Agency Captact Person Arca Code/Telepl one/Exiension
(If submitted to Clearirighousc) ‘

Project Location (include county): City of Novato, Marin County, California

Project Description: Remedial Action Plan for cjean up of former Hamilton Army Airfield

This is 1o advise that the California Stare Cousta) Conservaney X Lead Ageocy [_] Responsible Agengy
bas approved the above-descdbed project oo August 14, 2003 and has made the following determinations regarding
the above~described project:

1. The project will [ will nor have a significaal effeet on the environment
2. [ An Environments] Lmpact Report was prepared for this project pursuagt to the provisions of CEQA.

Miigation measwres [ were (I were mot made a condition of the approval of the project
A Statemient of Ovemding Coansiderations was [] was not adopted for this project.
Findings [X] were ] were not made pursuant 1o the provisions of CEQA.

h & v

This is to eextify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval is available o the General
Publicat: _Californis State Coastal Conscrva_ncy offices, 1130 Broadway, 11th floor, Oakland, California,

Q— 4/4 L?/ August 15, 2003 Project Mugager
Sienanure (PuhlicW Daze e

Date reccived for filing at OPR:

Revised May 1999
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